2

-

o

—

i

]

~ cial messages of THEODORR

S

e

i

————

—

A

77777 S,

SATURDAY, MAY 0, 1008,

—— S—

-—

Latersd at the Post OMce at New York as Second
Class Mall Matter

Sabscriptions by Mall, Postpald.

VAILY, Per Month 0 80
DAILY, Per Year Lok a0
L AN, Per Yaar e AR TR
DAILY ANDSUNDAY, Pei Yea . e
DAILY AND SUNDAY, Per Month Ll

Postage to forelgn countries added,

Publisted by the Sun Printing and Publishing
‘ssociation at 170 Nassau street, jo the Rorough of
Manhattan, New York, Presidant and Treasurer
of the Assoelation, Willlam M. Laffan, 170 Nassau
sireet; Secretary of the Amoclation, Frankiin
fiartiett, 5 Nassau streer

- - -
The dally and Sunday SuN 1s on sale In Tondon
#t Murray's Fachange. Trafalgar Bulidings, North

umberiand avenue: "all Mall American snd Co- !

lonlal Exchange, Carlton street, Regeut street, and
Daw's Steamship Agency, 17 Ureen street, Leleester
Square

ParisoMce, 22 Rue Lonisle Grand, The dally and
Sunday sditions are on sale at Klosque |2, near the
Grand Hotel. Klosque 77, Boulevard dea Capucines,
corner Place de 'Opéra, and Klosque 18, Boulevard
des Hallens, corner Rue Louls le Grand

17 our jriends who favor us wlth manuscripts for
pubbication wish to have rejected articles returhed they
wuyst i all cuses seml glamps [ar (ha! purpere,

No Backward Step !
From President Roosewe!l 8 annua! message o 108,

Whepever either corporation, labor wiion
or Individual digregards the law or acts in
a apirit of arbitrary and tyrannous juter-
ference with the righta of others, whether
corporations or individuals, then where the
Federal Government has jurisdiction it will
wee to it that the misconduct s stopped,
paying not the slightest heed to the position
or power of the corporation, the union or
the individual, but only to one vital fact
- that is, the question whether or not the
conduct of the individual or aggregate of
individuals is in accordance with the law
of the land.

Every man must be guaranteed his lib-
erty and his right to do as he likes with his
property or his labor, so long as he does
not infringe the rights of others. No man
is above the law and no man is below it;
por do we ask any man's permission when
we require him to obey it. Obedience to
the law is demanded as & right, not asked
as a favor.

We have cause as a nation to be thankful
for the steps (hat have been 8o succeasfully
taken to put these principles into effect.
The progress has been hy evolition, not by
revolution.
the action has been both moderate and
resolute. Therefore the work will stand.
There shall be no backward atep
Mr. Rooservelt's New Attack on the

Courts,

In his lasi special message unless one
has been sent 10 Congress while we are
writing- Mr. ROOSEVELT renews his men-
acing assault upon the courts of the
I'nited States and strenuously attempts
to sap public confidence in their deci-
sions. He repeats his vague charge that
“in & number of cases this power (of Injunction
Las been used to the grave injury of the rignts of
laboring men ”

In & previous special message it was
stated that the writ of injunction
“ has sometimes heen abused heedlesaly and un
justly and that some of the fojunctions Issued inflict
grave and occaslonally irreparable wrong upod
those enjoined

Both these statements are false In
his attacks upon the Federal {ourts Mr.
RooSEVELT has failed to specifly a single
instance in which the writ of injunction
has been thus “abused heedlessly and
unjustly,” and this failure to specify con-
crete instances is the more remarkable
as the President in his many railing ac-
cusations against predatory wealth gen-
erally fortifies his argument by instances
furnished him by special attorneys,
bureau chiefs or secret investigators,

In eny normal state of public opinion
the President would be required to
specify the Judge who had thus abused
his judicial power, to the end that he
might be formally impeached, might
have a fair trial in accordance with the
Constitution, and if found guilty might
be dismissed from his high office. The
gross injustice of exposing the entire
American judiciary to the contempt and
hatred of a portion of the American peo-
ple by generalizations 1oo vague to admit
of specific denla! requires no comment.

In his Jast message the President am-

plifies his indietment of (he judiciary |

and strikes a still deadlier blow at ity
authority and dignity. He would not
only limit the power of injunction, which
the courts have exercised for the preser-
vation of property for more than five
hundred vears, hut would restrict that
which is even more fundamental and
vital, the right to punish for contempt,
He advocates the revolutionary experi-
ment of taking from the Judge whose
authority has béen mocked and whose
very office has been insulted the power
to punish those who thus put the majesty
of law to an open shame. He recom-
mends that the trial of contempt pro-
ceedings, except in special instances,

_shall be conducted by another Judge,

This would inean that the Judge whose
decree is defied and suthority spat upon
must step down from the bench, possibly
appear as & witness against the wrong-
doer and virtually litigate with him the
question of the authority of the Court.
Fortunately, like many other recom-
mendations of Mr, RoosgveLr, the Con-
stitution would prevent the proposed
law, even if Congress were sufficiently
pliant to accept a recommendation so
eminently worthy of JACK CADE himself.
The Conatitution declares that “the
judicial power of the United States”
shall be vested in certain courts and that
it shall “extend to all cases in law and
equity.” In these courts, when created
vy Congress, the Constitution itsell —and
not Congress— vests this judicial power.
What Congress does not give it cannot
take away. Inherent in such power is

tne prevention of wrong by the writ of |

injunction and the vindication of author-

ity by punishment for contempt. Con-

gresa could not take away these essential
attributes of a court if it would, and we
b lieve it would not if it could, all the spe-
RoossvyELr
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Nothing radical has been done; |
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| and the clamorous appeals

(JoMPERS to the contrary notwithstand-  ple will refuse to believe that the great

ing.

The Supreme Court in the Debs case | power to punish for contempt

preventive writ of injunction and the
the right

thus clearly demonstrated the futility of  and left arms of the courts in the admin- i

such legislation:

| " The power o sven imprison for contempt from
’ the earilest Wistory of jurisprudence has been re-
garded as & necessary incldent and attribute of &
courl, without which It could no more exlst than
without & Judge 1t Is & power Inherent In all
courts of record and coelsted with them by wise
provislons of common law. A eourt witheut the
power effictuaily fo protect Wself against the as
saults of the lawicgs or to enforce iz orders, Judg
MEns oF decrees against the recusand partirs before
 would be a disgrace to the Lagisiature and d shigmq
upen (he age which inwenied it

We especially commend the last sen-
tence of this unanimous opinion to the
| careful consideration of Congress,

To the great iconoclast it is a slight
thing to attack these inherent powers of
a court of justice, If Congress were 8o
servile as to adopt such revolutionary
recommendations the courts would in
their own time and way protect ®heir
constitutional rights as an independent
lulllwugh coordinate depurtment of the
Government,

We have too much respect for Mr
ROOSEVELT'S political foresight to believe
that he expects or wishes that these rad-
ical recommendations will receive any
sanction at the hands of Congress. The
Tmmumenda!iun is merely a verbal sop

to organized labor, which in the political

exigencies of the hour must be placated
at any cost, even though that cost be the
| degradation of the judiciary and the
partial destruction of confidence in its
justice. Mr. ROOSEVELY - true type of
the crafty politician “who would circum-
| vent Gon™ is willing, for his own polit-
lical interests, to delude organized labor
| into the belief that ite members are the
victims of an unjust abuse of judicial
power and that he favors putting the
courts in a straitjacket for their benefit.
! Nothing is more extraordinary in this
Eupa-iul message than the base reason”
' with which he commends his revolution-
| ary policies to the attention of Congress,
| He specifies no proposed modification of
the procedure in injunction cases; he
| gives no specific instances of abuses of
the writ; he even fails to give any reason
for his unwarranted conclusion that the
! writ of injunction has been used “heed-
lessly and unjustly.” The real motive
for his recommendation is betrayed in
| this remarkable sentence™
l They are blind who fall to realize the exireme
bitterness caused among large bodles of worthy
| eltizens by the use that bas been repeatedly made
of the power of lnjunction In labor disputes.”

The “worthy citizens” in question are
SaMUEL Gomerrs and JOHN MITCHELL,
who boldly claim a peculiar right on the
part of organized labor to interfere with
the property rights of others and espe-
cially with the right of the independent
wage earner to work except as their
bondmen. The courts must be crippled
that the sacred right of free riot and the
more infamous thuggery of the boycott
may be freely exercised to reduce the em-
ployer and independent wage earner to
a state of subserviency to the labor oli-
garchy of which SAMUEL GOMPERS i8 the
ruling spirit. It is these “worthy citi-
zens” who, on their own admissions, have
recently been adjudged by the Supreme
Court of the United States to be crimi-
nal violators of the Sherman anti-trust
law and for whose benefit and to secure
whose votes THEODORE ROOSEVELT has
deliberately and avowedly suspended
the operations of that law by an unpre-
cedented direction to his Attorney-Gen-
eral and District Attorneys not to en-
force its salutary provisions against law-
less labor unions, This service the
like of which has never before been known
in American politics—should have been
sufficient to allay any “bitterness™ of
these “worthy citizens” and to secure
their much needed votes. Now on the
eve of a Presidential election they must
be further placated by restricting the
vital powers of the courts to grant in-
junctions and punish for contempt.

Blunted as his political conscience is,
Mr. RoosvelT mildly agrees that the
bitterness of any class is no justification
| for a law that would grievously oppress

other classes, and he proceeds, in his
characteristic manner, o say:

It may be and often Is the duty af a court, A
legislature or an Executive 1o reaist and defy a
gust of popular passion, and most certaloly no pub-
lic servant, whatever may be ihe consequences 1o
nimsel! should yield to what Lie thinks wrong ©

but, he adds,
.0 o question which & emphatically one o' public
policy, the policy which the pribl ¢ cemandy is sure

in the end to be adupted,”

| and

| *ina democracy (ke ours iUIs idlle 10 expect perma
| nently to thwart the determination of the great body
i of our cltizens ”

| Therefore, he impliedly argues, or-
| ganized labor should have what it asks,
without questioning too closely the wis-
dom of its demands. Such reasoning is
characteristic of the demagogue, whose
highest purpose and wisdom always it is
to give the people what they seem to
want,

Still more indefensible is his sug-
gestion that his recommendations that
the courts be crippled present only
questions of “public policy” and are not

contrary is the case. The power of the
courts to restrain wrong and their power
to vindicate their own authority by pun-
ishing those who contemptuously defy it
are not merely matters of “public policy,”
but are supremely moral in their nature,
If a lawless labor organization is, as in
the Pullman strike of 1804, tearing up
tracks, destroying switches, derailing and
burning cars, menacing life, destroying
trade, paralyzing commerce, inflicting in-
calculable and irreparable losses upon
innocent investors, is not the prevention
of such an outrage to the rights of
property and the liberty of individuals
something more than a question of
“public policy,” like a tariff schedule or a
ourrency law?

THEODORE ROOSEVELY, whose mind

whom restraints of law are meaningless
abatractions and its judgments solemn
platitudes, may regard the preservation
of the independence of the judiciary as
a mere question of “public policy” and
"involving no moral slement; but, unless
i the spirit of the American people has
: changed fap W
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matters of right or wrong. The very

is essentially lawless in character and to-.

e than we have any.

| questions and may be impaired merely

E

“tion in the record.

|
|

i

| to be content.

istration of justice--are merely economic
|

\

to appease the clamorous “bitterness”
of any special class.

Nothing is better calculated to em-
bitter the manual toilers than the belief
that they suffer any peculiar injustice
at the hands of the courts, They are for
the most part law abiding men and be-
lieye in their country and respect its in-
stitutions. lLet them, however, once
loge faith in the equal and unpurchased
administration of justice between man
and man and they will turp and rend our
form of government, It is this fact
which makes Mr. ROOSEVELT'S repeated
assaults upon the fairness of the courts
in labor controversies so infinitely mis-
chievous. In hix last message he well
says: “The demagogue * * * who

strives to arouse this feeling of class con- l
| quence, and there he is, or soon will be

sciousness in our working people does a
joul and evil thing, for he is no lrue
American * * * who erects the doctrine
of clans hatred into a shibboleth.”

The Massachusetts Democrats,

It may be doubted whether Mr. FRED-
ERIC JESUP STIMSON will ever forgive
the Hon. GEORGE FRED WiLLIAMS, Mr,
BryYAN's factotum in Massachusetts, for
inviting him to preside over the Demo-
cratic State convention in Faneuil Hall,
It was & select gathering in the sense that
onlv 832 of 1,027 delegates entitled to
seats were present, and being confined
mainly to friends of Mr. WILLIAMS, some
of whom are described by the local press
as “strong armed men” left over from
the rough house convention at Spring-
field last vear, it was no place for literary
“fellows like Mr. StinsoN and Professor
ALEXANDER F. CHAMBERLAIN of Clark
University.

We suspect that Mr. STIMS80N, who is
a fellow townsman of WiLL1AMS, both
residing in Dedham, was beguiled into
taking the gavel to lend dignity and
respectability to the proceedings. 1f Mr,
Srimsox wanted local color for one of
his ingenious works of fiction he was not
disappointed. In the pauses of the
fighting the delegates sang “I'm Afraid
to_Go Home in the Dark.” The chair-
man was called more names by vulgar
partisans than he had ever heard at the
old North End. And then the delegates
were unruly and would not stay in their
seats, We quote from a report of the
deliberations when an acute stage had
been reached:

A dozen men rose to points of order.  Pande

monlum relgoed, but the chalrman continued with
the appolutment of tellers. e band started up, |
while eversbody surged toward the stage ”

Mr. STIMS0N is neither leather lunged
nor strong armed, and he did not know
what to do with the crisis until a voice |
prompted him: “Clear the platform,
JIMMY." Accordingly  Mr. STIMSON,
whose name is not JiMmy, called in the
police and the usurpation from the floor |
ceased, But Mr. STIMSON'S troubles
were not over, His decision on a yea
and nay vote brought ex-Alderman DAN
FLANAGAN raging down the centre aisle,
blood in his eve and his arms swinging
like flails, Dax shook a large forefinger
under the chairman's nose, and peace
was restored only when Mr, STIMSON al-
lowed him & roll call. The eruption of
Professor CHAMBERLAIN must also have
been embarrassing. He is an anthro- |
pologist. antiquarian and specialist in
folklore, member of many learned socie-
ties, and like Mr. STIMSON, 4 volum nous
writer. The professor, desyite objur-
gations and insults, tlimbed the platform
and roared out:

“If ROOSEYELT Is A tyrant, your chairman 1< 8

tyrant to day

|

|

| am & delegate and | g a Demo !

crat, and | ask for permission to protest against the )
|

)

|

instruction of delegates for WiILLIAM J. BRYAN
Men of Massachusetts, do not tie the hands of your
delegates, but leave them free. 1f you do we will
have a Democratic President [n the next election,
If you tie their hands the party will be as dead as
the man you propose to Indorse ™

We have examined Mr. STIMSON'S |
rulings and find no evidence of usurpa- |

He behaved, as MAR- |
TIN LOMASNEY of the North End said |
from the floor, like “a scholarly gentle-
man.” He was eminently fair, courte-
ous, mild and painstaking. His address
on constitutional limitations deserved
a much better hearing than it received
from the delegates. But the convention
was not truly representative of the Dem-
ocratic party in Massachusetts.  Chair-
man STIM80N was hardly in the company
he likes best, and Professor ('"HAMBER- |
LAIN wag as a voice crving in the wilder- |
ness,  The truth is the machinery of the
party has been turned over to GRORGE
Frep WiLLiams for the second time by
the conservatives, who are tired of doing
the work, paying the bills and” being
betrayed. Nowhere else is the Demo-
cratic party sunk in such lethargy
and dejection. Under the leadership of
WILLIAMS in 1807 it polled only 79,562 ‘
votes with that worthy as its candidate
for Governor. Nothing but the defeat of
BryaN in the national convention will
gave the Democratic party in Massachu- |
setts {rom extinction this time.

The Great Stewart Mystery,

Now that Senator RAYNER of Mary-
land has taken up the case of Colonel
Witsiam F. STEWART of the Coast Ar-
tillery we may expect some interesting
revelations. There i8 much to be said |
on both sides of the question, but in our
opinion very little in favor of the precise I
manner of the Colonel's discipline. That,
we think, might easily have been man-
aged othegwise.

It will be recalled that Tur SvN first
called attention to the Colonel's exile at
Fort Grant, an abandoned army post in
Arizona, twenty-six miles from the near-
est railway and ten miles distant from
any human habitation. He was sent
there last October with one man to look
after him, his only apparent sin consist-
ing in a stern refusal to apply for retire-
ment after forty vears of service, Of
course that was not all, for the army sel- |
dom, if ever, wishes to get rid of eligible |
officers, but it was all the public could |
ascertain definitely, and with that we had |
Meanwhile the man could |
pot be retired against his wish, He still

“Yacked three or four years of the statu-

refused (6 ask for

tory.age of 84 and he

THFE_SUN. SATUR

of SaMUEL | reason to suspect, this law abiding peo- | retirement on the scope of forty years of

i

DAY, MAY

service, The expedient had been sug-
gested to him by headquarters and he
had respectfully but firmly declined un-

o
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THE GENESIS OF OUR FREIGHT
RATES.

———

To tug Epiror or Tug SBux—-Sir: The
lectures on the present railway situation by

less he was to be retired as a Brigadier- | 1ogan G. McPherson at Columbia Uni-

General -something not to be considered
in the Department’s scheme. So the
Colonel, silent, imperturbable, uncom-
plaining, packed his traps, wept out to
Fort Grant with the wolves, the coyotes

"and the chaparral and sat him down and

waited.

Some weeks ago THE SUN took notice
of the case, controversy followed, and
about ten days ago Colonel STEWART was
transferred to an old abandoned fort in
Florida where at least he would have the
freedom of the nearby city of St. Augus-
tine. But hardly had he reached there

versity exemplify anew that fundamental
progress in the affairs of man is a natural
evolution which does not arise from laws
made by men but to which laws made by
men must ultimately cooform. Before
there was an nterstate commeroce law the
aotion and reaction, one upon another, of
the railroads and the waterways, the geo-
graphical locations, the physical lipitations,
the material noeds and the economio re-
gources of each section of the United States
had developed for each section a system
of freight rates peculiarly adapled to its
peouliar needs. Throughout its existence
the Interstate Commerce (‘ommission has
not overthrown and has not seriously modi-

and begun to unstrap his trunks, bags, | 4. any one of (hess freight rate struotures

&c., when he got orders to return to Fort
Grant. He promptly obeyed, Presum-
ably by this time he is there or there-
abouts., He has had a more or less inter-
esting journey of 000 or 7,000 miles and
no doubt feeds vastly refreshed in conse-

again, just where he began. Apparently
he is the bagatelle of the moment which
the War Department finds it amusing to
speed. He is saying nothing, however.
Maybe he is something else.

Meanwhile Senator RAYNER has taken
up the case and seems disposed to press
it. Perhaps we ghall at last hear all the
facts, & consummation much to be de-
gired, The spectacle of a Colonel of the
("oast Artillery bandied about from one
side of the country to the other, con-
signed to a remote and painful exile from
civilization, cloistered from all human
companionship and sympathy, and all this
without a reason that can be or has been
explained —this is a spectacle that natu-
rally excites wonder. Evidently Colonel
STEWART has done nothing for which he
can be court-martialled, Presumably he
has not laid himself open to a court of
inquiry, But clearly he has done some-
thing —something which the Department
wishes to punish secretly and hesitates
to deal with openly. ',

What, then, are WiLLIAM F, STEWART'S
offences and where are the defects in our
military system which permit or require
these evasive and underhand methods?

The Trouble With Bradley.

Despatches from Kentucky assert
that Senator-elect WiLL1AM O. BRADLEY,
leader of the Fairbanks supporters in
that State, had many friends among the
Taft delegates to the State convention
who wished to have him sent to the
Chicago convention as a delegate at
large, but that they were defeated be-
cause of Mr. BRADLEY'S “inflammatory
gpeeches.”  Mr, BRADLEY is one of the
most powerful orators in his State, and
his enthusiasm must have led him fre-
quently into extreme utterances.

How distasteful these would be
the adherents of Mr. TAFT is obvious,
The Secretary himself is the candidate
and representative of 4 man whose mod-
eration of statement, whose restraint in
the choice of adjectives, nouns and verbs,
has made deep impression on his coun-
trymen and the intelligent and studions
men of all nations on earth

The mere fact that Senator BRADLEY
is opposed to the selection of Mr. TaFT
as the Republican candidate for Presi-
dent, therofor:, has nothing to do with
his defeat at Louisville,

1o

Now that the Hon. WiLniam Howarp
Tarr stands upon a peak in Darien while
Secretary METCALF i8 b Iping him discover
the Pacifie in the banguet hall of the Fair-
mont Hotel, and the Fresident naturalizes
at Pine Knot, who bossas our War estab-
lishment in Washington?

“Jouxsox carries Minnesaota,” as is his
custom.  “Bryanites disrupt  Massachu-
gotts Democracy,” as is their ecustom  Will
Denver favor carriage or smash?

e — e e —— T
Business Man's View of a Polltieal Agh
tator.
To THE Emtor o Tae Sex -Sice You

most truly say in vour leading editorialto-day
“Mr. Roosevelr hangs like & pall of death over
the business initintive and energy of the
whole country,” and I make the assertion,
without any fear of suceessful contradiction,
that no ope man in the history of this country
has done the harm to legitimate business in-
terests that he has by his reckless, thought-
less methods F. H. K
Biookiyy, May

——————————

When to Sweep the Streets,

To THE LorTor or THE SUN S0 I the Street
Cleaning Departimeni were alive (o the possibllities
and advantages of street cleaning durlng a raln
storm It would have Iis men out in full foree, using
thelr brooms during the present downpour One
sweeping on & day like this Is worth twenty In dry
weather. sinee the Nith would be carried Into the
sewers by the broom alded rivulets

The benefit to the public health would be sirlk
Ing, 1o say nothing of the besuty of & really clean
asphalt, sinee the germ laden dyst earried by the
prevalent high winds Is responsible for a vast
amount of infectious disease As It Is, the deluge
of raln water Is allowed 1o escape Into the sewers
unutilized, and the accumulation of dirt and Alth
and sweeplngs remains Just where It was, o
dry out in the next sunshine and 10 be distributed
by the next wind Into the mouths, noses, eyes and
ears of & helpless communiiy.  Policemen, firemen.
letter carrlers do their duty in the rain: why not

the “white wings"* \VH ¥
NEw York, May 7
The Decadent Oysier.
To e Foiror oF TRE SUN-Sir: When we

could gel decent oysiers, oysters really it 1o eat,
men did not talk of cooking them. Such a sug
gestion would have been ihe signal for an uprising,
a revolution among the jovers of good eating.
Now oysters, fattened, bieached and bloated as they
are before serving, are Unfit o eat without being
subjected to some process designed 10 conceal
their fisbbiness and to give Lo them a favor in place
of that they have Jost. Bul the oysier Is not neces
sary Lo the preparation of such dishes. A gob of
putty would do as well.

Cooked oysters are for Lhose who lce thelr wine.
Gentlemen know better. Brzzanos Hay

Ngw York, May %

On the Sands of Time,
Robinson Crusoe hat just found the footprint,
“It 1an't Roosevelt's,” bhe exclaimed, “bhecause It
st golug backward.”
Reassured, he continued his search,

e e

A Tragie Tale,
A very reckless Holtentot
Lived In a distant isle
To fend him from the elements
He simply wore & smile,

He put 1t on when In the fall
The chilly breezes blew

1pd then he wore It constantly
The dreary winter \Rrough.

Perbaps it grew a bit too warm,
He scorned his wife's advice,

And when the fOrst spring day arrived
He peeled it in & trice,

A cold wave followsd after that,
Refore another nooh g
Prnenmonia claimed the Hotteatot

Loyel),.

o

that are the development of economio and
not of human law. Inoculsted with popu-
lar error, it attacked a dozen or more years
ago the Southern basing point system, but
the railroads stood their ground and the
Supreme Court of the United States over-
ruled the commission, Even under the
Hepburn law the commission has sought
no radical readjustment except to rengw
its efforts to obtain & uniform classification
for the eutire country, an effort which the
railroads themselves wish godspeed, even
although the trafic officers are staggered
by the details of the deflant problem.

The freight rate structures of the United
States, outlined as a whole and in their rela-
tion for the firet time by Mr. MoPherson,
as firmly illustrate the working of the
infinite energy to fitting ends as does the,
growth of the alphabet or the banking
system, or any other instrument that has
developed in advance of the enactment
of legislators. New England must live upon
her small manufactires, bring raw material
from without and market produots beyond
her borders. Hence the blanket rate
system, which places all New England on
a parity in so far as railroad rates are con-
cerned, and on a practical parity with the
competing region of New York, northern
New Jersey and eastern Pennsylvania. The
eastern and western flow of traffic between
the north Atlantic seaboard and Chicago
and St. Louls has developed the trunk
line percentage system, fairly adjusting the
transportation charge to and from every
intermediate point. Beyond Chicago and
St. Louis, where the traffic channels break,
radiating to and converging from the
Northwest, West and Southwest, have de-
veloped fixed relations between the rates
to and from different citiés that are held

in equilibrium by the contending com- |

mercial foroes.

In the South, where the railroads are
beset by the competition of the coastwise
vessels of the ocean and the Gulf on the east
and south, and by the competition, actual
or potential, of the Ohio and the Mississippi
rivers on the north and west, where the
trafic channels extend east and west, north
and south, northeast and southwest, south-
east and northwest, the railroads have been
obliged to fueus competition on certain
*basing points.” Competition between the
merchants who send their wares northward
from the Gulf and the merchants who send
their wares southward from Memphis, St,
Louis, Chicago sod other cities to the north-
ward gives Texas a system of freight rates
peculiar & itsell and its needs. The rail

rates on the manufactured produets of the |

Fast tq the Pacific Coast are kept down by
the stemships. and the conditions imposed!
by the markets keep down the rates on the
fruits of California to the East.

These general freight rate structures of
the different regions are traversed by ape-
cial freight rates that have grown to meet
the particular needs of the great staple
commodities that move in vast volumes for
general consumption, The rates on grain
and grain products, on meat and meat prod-
ucta, are so delicately adjusted that these
commodities move with but a minimum of
friction. The raw materials of manufac-
ture and manufactured products move from
every place of production to their markets
without let or hindrance from freight rates.
There increases a decentralization of dis-
tribution through which the retail dealer
and his patrens obtain the merchandise of
daily need with greater ease from the
sonrce of supply.

As progress is not attaived in any feld
at any time or place without that struggle
which leads to the survival of the fttest
these freight rate adjustments are the re-
sult of long fought rate wars, of tests
of strength between the shippers of the
various cities and bhetween the different
railroads. After wars come treaties of
peace, the crystallization of experience into
law. This stage in railroad development
was marked by the formation of traffic
associations and traffic agreements whose
prohibition is now generally recognized
even by President Roosevelt to have been
a mistake. The processes of this devel-
ment, as of every other development, have
not been without incidental injury now and
then in one direction or another, and not
without @ measurs of that positive abuse
which has not been abeent from any devel-
opment recorded by history. That in-
gidious and unjust practices should be
prohibited and penalized is beyond ques-
tion; and it is gratifying to remember, the
misrepresentations of politicians and popu-
lar misconception to the contrary notwith-
standing, that the railroads themselves
sought the enactment of the sound and
stable portions of the Hepburn law, That
there must be provision for the enforce-
ment of prohibitions and penalties‘is aleo
ahove question, and here again it is grati-
fying to know that so far as the correction
of unjust rates is concerned the burden
that has fallen upon the Interstate Com-
merce Commission sinoce the enactment of
the Hepburn law has been negligible.

The twenty-firat annual report of the
Interstate Commerce Commission states
that during the calendar year 1907 there
were just as many formal complainta de-
cided in favor of the defendant railroads as
in favor of the complainant shippers The
analysis of the work of the commisgion
made by Mr. McPherson covers the six-
teon months from August 28, 1008, the date
the Hepburn law took effect, to the close
of the following calendar year, in order to
include whatever long withheld complaintsa
may have been presented to the commis-
sion immediately after the law became
effective. This analysis discloses that of
the 4256 formal complaints affecting freight
rates and incidental service made during
that year and one-third, on April 11, 1808,
20 per cent. had been decided in favor of
the complainant, 27 per cent. in favor of
the defendant railroads, 10 per cent, had
been compromised or adjusted and with-
drawn, while 43 per cent. of the total re-
mained undecided.

What better proof could there be that the
docket of the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission bears to the freight rate structure
of the country and to the vast traffic mov-
ing thereunder only about the same reia-
tion that the docket of a Justice of the
Peace bears to the conduct of an orderly
community ?

New YoRr, May 8.

The Difference.
Knicker—The business mea ory: “Let us slose.”
Adminietrs tion eries: “Lat ue
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SCHOOL  BOOK "J:Ull"_“l'l@ﬂl.
Comments of & Practical Man en the

Plates in Use To-day:

To tax Epitor or Tue Sux—8ir: As a
practical wood engraver and finigher of half
tone plates, as well as the father of two boys
who probably will soon be in a public school,
I wish to add something to the disoussion of
school book illustration now atiracting (he
sttention of school authorities, publishers,
physiclans and parents.

It seems to be conceded that pictures and
paper as now produced are injurious to the
eyes. A duller finish to the paper is called
for, and this means other methods of illus-
tration. There are three methods that are
available: wood engraving, direct process,
and photo-engraving or hall tone as it is
commonly ocalled

Wood engravings well done are (he most
artiatic, the most printable and the most dur-
able of all illustrations. There I8 a brilliancy
of contrasting lights and shadows and & rich-
ness of color in them that can be secured in

0o other way.

The direct process for reproducing pen
and ink work s sharp, clean and printable.
but if books were full of pen and ink work
they would look thin and monolonous.

Half tone plates can be so well worked up
by hang toolipg that they do not require
glazed surtpoes for good vrinting.
cases Lha entice surface of a half tone plate
should be engraved by hand. Light wkies
and bright surfaces and details should nearly
always be so engraved.

There are enough wood 'nrrnwrn left to
do all the school book work If wood engrav-
ing in desired, or to do apy amount of engray-
ing on half tones

@ universal use of the direci process seems
to be out of the guestion for the reason al-
ready given, unx because it would debar
the use oldphuwlnphn from nature, from
objects und from old and modern masters
of painting.
wash paintings and drawings and thus seri-
ously limit artist« in their inaterials,

All three methods—wood engraving, direct
process and half tones —should be used with
such liberality and skill that the children will
have the benefit of the best pictiures that arl
can furnish not only for the sake of their
eyes but for their general culture

Some of the lutest products of modern
schoo! book machinery are a disgrace 1o
twentieth century art and printing. Where
new wood engravings are used they are nsu-
ally 8o greatly reduced from the original draw-
ings that they have little value, Many
tones look worn out in the first edition—this,
100, in #pite of their coming from thoroughly
up to date printing plants equipped with the
best electric presses,

Haste seems a 'ponr excuse, becanse achool
bhooks need not be rushed out like a news-

mrr.
f 1 should state my opinion as to the rea-
sons for the present conditions it might not
seem courteous to the publishers

New York, May & CW UHADWICK

PIE.
One Glory That Wm Massachuselts
Y st Beasis,

From the Boven Trate'er

The kunowledge of our estermed conlemporary
THE SUN |s almost encyclopedic; everything It
wouches, except Rooseyelt and bis appendices,
It 1luminates; him |t exacerbates, Aagellates and
macerates; It has & pretty wit, It serves everylhing
with a sauce piquante; If it could endow with com-
mon sense those upon whom It bestows advice |t
might achleve unquestioned authority, If not In
{allibiitty ; 11s variety is Infinite: 115 humor consiant
Uke the trunk of the elephant, s pen can iift a pin
or pull down a plllar with equal address; and In
genersl s appearance, contenl, obinion and
method differ from those of 118 con'emporaries as
the frultage of a French chefl's art differs from the
cullnary ehemistiry of the cook of a Malne logging
camp, While admitting the helght and depth and
breadth of THE SUN's Information, we refuse 1o
acknowledge I1s possession of omnlscle nee, and our
reverence and admiration stop abruptly when It
assumes Lo pose as an authority on ple. We dran
the Mne at ple: and, assuming the dangers of the
perilous charge of pravinciallim, we pisert that no
person and no publication ouiside the historic ple
belt, which Is New England, can be allowed o elabin
authority In the arts and Nierature of ple

In delivering ourselves the otlier day of a thought
ful essay upon the colueldence of the decay of
Puritanisio and ple we may have been milsunder
stood, for what we designed to call attention o
was A falllng off ln the quantity, not the guajity,
of ple consunicd In New Pogland. The ple of
merry New England still holds Ite primacy It st
has 1ts Phidiases, Its supreme artists, who appeal

10 the patate and peristalsis of thelr countrymen, 4

1t 1s tor these great artists, and they are largel)
Puritanesses, to say the first and Jast wond on ple,
the mere outs!der may InGuige n the piMe of ploans,
may even carp in eriticism and comment of the
banne bourhe, under certaln conditions: ut when

| the art of the master is discussed with flippancy,

|
|
|

|

when the supremacy of the work Is guestioned,
when primacy and supremacy are clalmed for (he
Infertor produets of Inferior regions and races, o
shocked community rises W InCignation to protost
agalnst a Phillstinlam which s perilotsly close to
sacriiege, THE SUN has bheen puiting on alms about
ple and 1y lore; 11 should put them off at onee, |t
assumnes oo much, It s getting on dangeorous
ground, into a field of knowledge and art lu which
1t s allen; 1t should recognlre lis imitations and not
bring grief W a proud and ple fed people

Pie Is tue pabuium of tie Puritan brabn; that It
appeals (0 Liw paisi= fs & mere detall, that it feeds
dy spepsia and fosier lo tgestion I« mercly a colne
cidence, Linked as it cas been with the Purltanism,
pragmatism and poetry of New England for ages,
ple has stialned an almost sacrosanct station in
the atfections of tae people; and who suall puli it
down? We nave noted with surprise and indigna
ton the efforts of Tur SUN to dethrone pie, to
speak ofitlightly and lireverently | we hisve watcusd
Its insidious efforts to hoost the pie of Virginia and
to reach e solar piesus of Yankes ple and pille
by satire snd scoft, aud of late, recognizing the
futliity of trying to turn the great heart and appe
tite of America from ple, It has sought to ereet
itself nto & supreme court on all questions of pie

The march of thme, the changing interests of the
age. the shifuing of the centre of popuiation, the
growth of the West and the comiug of new proples,
have threatened and weakemed the supremaey of
New England In many ways. The poets and pubs
lishers have gone to New York, the South stretehes
& greedy hand for our calicoes, witlic Oblo reaches
for our leathers aud our shoes; the bloodroot of
Chicago challengés the sarsaparilia of
and the plasters of Terre Haute rival the pilis of

la some |

Besides it would exclude oll or |

—

Some of the Season’s Fletion,

A very readable story written with
dash and lightness and well suited
for summer consumption is Miss Edith
Maovane's “The Duchess of Dreams® (J
B. Lippincott Company). It is a bright
bit of what painters oall chic, carried
out with a fresh youthfulness that is ai
tractive, and though™it is clear that the
Newport society, the Russian intrigue.
and even, we fear, the love making are i -
familiar to the author, she sketches in ti.
conventional idefls about them so conf'
dently that the reader will be willing ()
accept them. The plot is ingenious and
amusing; it could easily make an emo.
tional play;if in carrying it out the inc.
dents are made often rather crudely melo-
dramatic they are, at any rate, made (o
fit in. It is & pity that the talent and in-
dustry shown by the author should he
wasted on such flimsy material, even |f
popularity is attained. While great pains
are taken with the aocessories, on one poing
Miss Macvane slips up; she seems im-

with the humor of the expletive
" blue.® which she repeats till v
makes the reader grit his teeth. We doubt f
any living person ever heard that oath droy
from the lips of a Frenchman, much less
of & woman. However much it may hava
been employed in the past, it is now a
purely literary gem, like “alas” in English,
that may be seen in print but is never
used in conversation, When a Frenchman
wants to swear he has an abundant vocaly-
ulary, but sacrebleu has dropped out of it

Rather extraordinary adventures muv
befall the man who takes one step from
the beaten path in New York city, if we may
judge from Mr. John T. Mclntyre's “In the

| Dead of Night* (J. B. Lippineott Company .,
| The hero's successive adventures are exci!-

\

l

Laowell, ]

Lynn and Lydia; but In one great acpirtment of |

human activity New Fogiand Is still supreme, even
though her sway and primacy may be questioned
by envious rivals Ple.  We tell this to THR SvN
more in sorrow than In angsr, with (e hope Lhat
1t will cease It assauits on a bistorie 11 honored
institution, and that if It must add te lts Herary
Inure the department of picogreply It will come to
N ew England for Its pieograpaers,
Mra, Green's Little Jest,

From 'he Morning Mercury, New Bedford, Myss

It |s amusing to New Bedford people to read the
speciiiadion of New York newspaper reporters e
garding the eflect of a ffteen dollar & day apart
ment at the Plaza upon Mrs. Hetty Green. Mrs
Green is unquestionably close in her expenditures
put she was 1o the manor born and no stranger to
Juxurious surroundings. She belonged 10 a patri-
clan family and In her girthood associated with (he
Quaker squires In New Bedford. If some of the
young newspaper men of New York could see the
stately homes In which Mrs. Green Hved as a girl
In New Bedford-—say the Imposing slone mansion
al the corner of Pleasant and Campbell streets—we
think they would reallze that thelr interest regard-
ing the impresalons of Mrs. Greem at the sight of
s mirror and plece of tapesiry in the room of a
New York hotel was nol only Impertinent but
absurd and egregious. Mra. Gireen seems 1o have
pumored the reporters and esclaimed over the
magnificence of her surroundings tor the benefit of
the pewspaper men, bul we can assure them she Is
simply making merry at thelr expense,

o c————

Jim Lane’s Challenge.
From the Kansas ity Str

Soon after Lane became prominent io the Terrl-
torial affales of Kansas he began 10 be challenged
by proslavery champions to fight them, eitoer
alone or with picked bodies of men. At Nebraska
Clty In A6 be recelved a chalienge from two aged
citizens to name two or ten of his foliowers who
would ineet the two champlons of slavery alone, or
those two with elght men whom they would choose,
and fght & duel at sbort range with muskets, rifles,
shotguns or revelvers. Lane refused, but lssued
s challenge himeelf direcied at bigger game. Lane's
challenge was addressed to Col. A. W. Dounlphan
and A. G. Booae, & son of Danlel Hoone, but was
reslly Intended for David R. Alchison, acting
Vice-President of the United States, to decide by
wager of battie the great contest in Kansas, There
were 10 be 100 men on each side, Lane and Atchisen
t0 be of the sumber, and the Aght was to be In the
presence of twelve members of each house of Con-
gress, The chalienge was not sccepied, but Lane
was not bothered with any more chalienges,

Is This Whyt
O spring, why area’t you on the job!?
o

o e g
excuse,
Bubway a-ﬁ

| ing and they follow on one another sorapidy

that the breathless reader has no tima
to ask himself how his physical enduranc
can hold out. There is a collapse at the
end; the author does not supply motive
enough to acoount for what is done, and
he does not clear up matters satisfactorily
Possibly the reader may not mind this in
his relief at having come to the end of the
book .

Strange doings in a New Hampshire
country house will busy the reader of
*Meryl,” by Mr. William Eldridge Tillinghast
(Dodd, Mead and Company). Here again
the rush of events is counted upon to blind
the reader to rather unsatisfactory ex-
planations at the end. The love part of
the story is agreeable, the incidents are
exciting enough, but the descriptions of
soenery might be omitted to advantage in
a mystery talg.

Steadily Mr. Daniel De Leon keeps up his
task of trasslating the episodes of Eugene
Sue's “The My stories of the People.” With
“The Poniard's Hilt" we come to Mero-
vingian times and the story of the wander-
ing peasants, the Bagauda; soon the trans-
lator will reach the stories that have never
been rendered into English; there are o
dozen more to come, They are as brilliant
and exciting tales as Sue ever wrote, an
the nezioct ther have met with even in
Fre~ch ig ore of the mysteries of literature.
(New York Labor News Com-eny.)

In “The Five Knots® (Little, Brown and
Company ) Mr. Fred M White has written a
pretty good mystery story. It deals with
Orientals, and in stories of this class Orient~
als on English soil are gifted with an om-
niscience and an omnipotence that is start-
ling. Apart from this, however, the tale
hangs topethar woll, it js exciting and
plansible, ard if the Engiish is at times
sha'y that is no more than readers of Mr.
White's stoyies murt expent

The bodk that first attracted notice to
Mr. R. 8. Hichens, “The Green Carnation,®
has long been ovt of print. Tt is published
anew, apparently from the plates of the
Appleton edition, by Mitchell Kennerley.
After a dozen years the epigrams of Mr.
Hichens's satire are &8 brignt as ever, in
pleasent contrast with the eforts of the
women novelists who have endeavored to
imitate him

The whole earlier output of Mrs. Elinor
Glyn's pen comes to us at once with a new
publisher's name on the title page, that of
Duffiel] and Company. It comprises “Tha
Dansel and the Sage,” “The Viciasitudes of
Fvangeline.” “The Reflections of Ambro-
sine” and “Beyond the Rocks.” We can
only congratulate the honored and re-
spectable publishing houss whose imprint
formerly appeared on these volumes, on
its frecing itsell from the responsibility of
spreading Mrs. Glyn's hooks

A Collection of Dead Bones.

In the old days there existed an excolient
term borrowed from the Franch which eiill
gurvives in the oficial designation of cer-
tain college professorships. It was “belies
lettres,” which like “fine arts.” denotad
the attainment of the gentleman scholar,
in unconscious contrast to the specialisi
padant that was to take his place. For
instance, at Harvard there is a Smith pro-
fessorship of “the French and Spanish
languages and belles |aitres” that was held
by George Tickror, Henry Wadswort)
Longfellow and James Russell Lowell.
After the death of the last a long interval
passed without a successor being appointed,
and only recently the Harvard Corporation,
foeling sure that the needed type of scholar
was completely extinot, split up the pro-
fessorship between specialists for the for-
eign languagos and Mr. Bliss Perry to sea
what he could do with the literary end.

The loose term “belles lettres” has been
turned into the more scientific expression
comparative literature, which, whatever
it may mean, sounds at least like other
modern sciences, such as ocomparativy
philology, anatomy and the rest of them,
There are periods of literature undoubtedly,
where it is convenient and profitable to
consider the produots of different countries
together, the u:l&y or the later Middle Ages,
for instance; there are plenty of in-
stances where certain forms in one country
have affected the writing in another that
are well worth studying. Comparisons

| are entertaining even when they are odious,

p d—udhmm'uv.‘

and if they are developed by a bright writer
with somegense of proportion may be very
profitable. It seems necessary, however,
nowadays to demonstrate that comparative
literature is a science and must therefore
be exact, and the result is a painful output
of pedantry which, often starting from a
true generalization, lands in elaborate and
masleading details. Not long ago such a
book was reviewed in THE SUuN whers a
brilliant and promising theme, the litera-
ture of roguery, was ruined by the pedantio
tyranny of method

Pursuing these later methods of com-
parative literature, which seem to hava
their roots in doctor dissertations, Prof.
J. E. Spingard of Columbia University has
studied out the dreariest form of literary
composition, unless it be theological po-
lemics, in “A History of Literary Criticism
in the Renaissance® (The Columbia Uni-
versity Press; Macmillans). This has at-
tained now a second edition, On this
subject Prof, Spingard can speak with hard
earned authority, whichi few, we imagine,
will undertake to dispute.

Prof. Spingard, however, has gone fur-
ther. He has snatohed from their deserved
oblivion two volumes of selections of “Criti-




